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Synopsis

When Nazi soldiers occupied his country, King Christian X of Denmark committed himself to
keeping all Danes safe from harm. The bravery of the Danes and their king during that dangerous
time has inspired many legends. The most enduring is the legend of the yellow star, which
symbolizes the loyalty and fearless spirit of the king and his people. The result is a powerful and

dignified story of heroic justice, a story for all people and all times.
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Customer Reviews

Children’s books normally focus on events far removed from real life. While that is fine and
appropriate for stimulating imagination, children should also be given a chance to connect to
situations closer to reality to stimulate character.This book does a marvelous job of commenting on
the Holocaust from the perspective of some things that a non-Jewish person could have done. As
such, it makes a wonderful bridge to understanding how we all must be our brothers’ keepers.The
story here is built around the widely reported, but undocumented, history of King Christian X of
Denmark during World War Il. Here are the basics of the story as described in the book.The Nazis
occupied the country in 1940. The King showed his courage in many ways on behalf of all Danes.

He rode down the streets each morning without a guard or any weapons. When the Nazis put their



flag on the palace, he ordered it taken down and it came down. The Nazi commander said that he
would put another one up. The King said that he would order it taken down, as well. When the Nazi
commander then threatened to kill the next person to do this, the King said that the commander
should be prepared to kill him because he, the King, would be performing this task.Then, the order
came down that all Jews must wear a yellow star (reflective of the Star of David) on their clothing at
all times. The King rode out the next morning wearing a yellow star, and many citizens followed his
example.The story concludes with posing the question about what would happen if everyone stood
up against injustice. Very nice!ln the Author’s note, Ms. Deedy shares the historically documented

facts:(1) The King did ride unescorted daily in the streets.
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